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can agree. The strength of commerce protection cruisers
is a matter for ourselves alone, and we could perfectly well
insist on keeping such figures for ourselves at our own figure.
Now is the time to assert our own independence in this
matter while striving as before to limit the battleships.

In this connection it is well to allude to the occasional
outcry* against battleships, and the wish of the writers to
talk in terms of aircraft and submarine. In this matter the
journalist and the Xaval officer of crank tendencies who is
never behind the scenes, is not the type of guide the country
wants. The Xaval experts in conclave are the only possible
source of expert opinion, to which a competent First Lord
should be able to bring some wise non-expert contribution.
This matter will be touched on further, later in this chapter,

THE WORLD'S AIR FORCES

The public is at the moment, extremely startled at what
it learns to be the state of our Air Forces. After the War,
very properly and naturally, the Air Forces also were
reduced very largely. Nor was it possible to form for some
little time any estimate of what post-war air conditions,
civil or military, were going to be.

The Conquest of the Air has probably been the greatest
misfortune that the world has encountered. It has enor-
mously added to the expense of all defence forces without
producing any compensating reduction of land and sea
forces. Its use in civil life is already tending to help destroy
the national wealth invested in rail and shipping by just
so much as it replaces the use of these for travel and despatch.
It is not too much to say that the unreimxnerative cost of
the air, the pouring of money into something that docs not
add to the world's wealth and productive power on a large
scale is disastrous.

It is to some extent, equivalent to the prolonging of life
in the non-productive years that is adding to our trouble. Its